Anatomy of the needle

Shank:
- top of needle that is inserted into machine
- round front, flat back so that you don't insert it backwards

Shaft:

- body of needle below shank
- needle size refers to shaft diameter

Front groove:

I-:) agows thread to remain close to needle as it heads down towards
obbin

- acts as the last thread guide
- should be large enough to cradle your thread for smooth stitches

Eye:
- hole through whichﬁ% passes

- needle size & type determine size & shape of eye
- as needle size increases so does size of eye

Point:

- tip of needle that penetrates fabric to pass thread to bobbin hook to form
stitch

Scarf:
- indentation at back of needle

- stitch is formed when bobbin shuttle swings into scarf & hooks into
looped needle thread

- long scarf helps eliminate skipped stitches

Needle size:

- 2 sizes - European followed by American

- European (60 to 120) is diameter of needle shaft in hundredths of mm.

- American numbers are arbitrary

- machine needles: BIG number, BIG needle

- 130/705H on the box designates those needles for use in home sewing
machines






